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1. Introduction to Enforcement 
Options

2. Responsibilities of the Tribal Court

3. State Enforcement and 
Registration of Tribal Court Orders

Types of orders covered:

• Divorce, Custody, Paternity
• Name Change
• Child Protection 
• Adoption
• Domestic Violence Protection 

Orders
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Introduction to Enforcement Options

Enforcement Within the Tribe:

• Example: Tribal police officer enforces a 
domestic violence protection order (DVPO) if 
the respondent does not comply.

Enforcement Outside the Tribe:

• Example: State Trooper enforces a DVPO 
issued by the Tribe. 

• Requires coordination with state agencies, 
state courts, or state troopers.
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Tribal Court Responsibilities

What are the responsibilities of the Tribal Court to 
ensure that state courts and agencies will respect 
their orders?

• Notice of the hearing to all parties 

• Opportunity for all parties to be heard

• Judges without conflicts of interest

• Court needs to have authority over the case

• Example: Tribes have authority to issue child 
protection orders for children who are enrolled 
or eligible to enroll in the Tribe 
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Tribal Court Responsibilities
Best Practice: information to include on all Tribal Court orders

• Name and contact information of the Tribal Court 
• Names of all the parties involved 
• Date of hearing 

• Names and roles of all people present at the hearing

• How each party received notice

• That each party was given an opportunity to speak

• Why the court has authority in this case (jurisdiction) 

• How to request a change or appeal of the order 

• Date of issue 

• Signature of a judicial officer of the tribal court 
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State Enforcement and Registration 
of Tribal Court Orders

Types of orders covered:

• Divorce, Custody, Paternity
• Name Change
• Child Protection 
• Adoption
• Domestic Violence Protection 

Orders

How to find State Court forms:

• Tribal Court Toolbox from the 
State Court: 
https://public.courts.alaska.g
ov/web/forms/docs/tribal-c
ourt-toolbox.pdf

• All State Court forms: 
https://courts.alaska.gov/for
ms/index.htm

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf
https://courts.alaska.gov/forms/index.htm
https://courts.alaska.gov/forms/index.htm
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Divorce, Custody, and Paternity
 State Court Registration

Steps:

1. Submit form DR-980 to State Court 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/d
ocs/dr-980.pdf

2. The State Court mails a copy of the request to 
the Tribal Court and the other parties.

3. Wait 20 days for an objection to registration

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/dr-980.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/dr-980.pdf
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Name Change
State Court Registration

Steps:

1. Submit form CIV686 to State Court 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/d
ocs/civ-686.pdf

2. The State Court mails a copy of the request to 
the Tribal Court and the other parties.

3. Wait 20 days for an objection to registration

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/civ-686.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/civ-686.pdf
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Child Protection Orders 
State Court Registration

Child protection orders include situations where the Tribe places the child 
with a relative or other safe foster home because neither parent can safely 
have custody. 

Follow all steps on form CN-600 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/
web/forms/docs/cn-600.pdf

Include:
• Payment
• preaddressed envelopes
• postal forms for certified mail
• postage.

The State recently made this 
registration process more 
difficult.

Contact ANJC for support 
registering an order

TribalJustice@ANJC.net

907-793-3550

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/cn-600.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/cn-600.pdf


TRIBES   |   SURVIVOR SUPPORT   |   ADVOCACY   |   EMPOWERMENT

Child Protection Orders 
State Trooper Enforcement

Request help from law enforcement to get a child back from someone who 
shouldn’t have custody. 

Steps:

1. Request registration of the child protection order using form CN-600 (see 
previous slide), if not already submitted.

2. Submit form CN-635 to State Court 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/cn-635.pdf

3. The Judge may hold an emergency (“ex parte”) hearing and may issue a 
“writ of assistance” so that law enforcement can retrieve the child

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/cn-635.pdf
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Adoption:   Registration with State Agency

• Two Options

1. Tribal Court Adoption Order

2. Cultural Adoption Packet from State

• Submit documents directly to Health Analytics and Vital Records 
(HAVR)
•  HAVR used to be called BVS

• No need to register with the State Court

• More information: https://alaskatribes.org/tribal-adoptions/ 

https://alaskatribes.org/tribal-adoptions/
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Adoption   Option 1: Tribal Court Adoption Order

Submit to State HAVR:

1. VS Form 17: Request for Substitute Birth Certificate (Adoption) 

• Forms must be perfect: no white out or cross outs.

• Signed by each adoptive parent 

2. $60 check, money order, or credit card

3. Certified adoption order

• Make a copy of the original order. add certification that says this is a true and 
correct copy. For example: 

For more detailed instructions, see 
https://alaskatribes.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Instructions-for-how-to-ge
t-a-new-birth-certificate-from-BVS-clean-1-1.pdf 

https://alaskatribes.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Instructions-for-how-to-get-a-new-birth-certificate-from-BVS-clean-1-1.pdf
https://alaskatribes.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Instructions-for-how-to-get-a-new-birth-certificate-from-BVS-clean-1-1.pdf
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Adoption  Option 1: Tribal Court Adoption Order

Sample Tribal Court Adoption Order
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Adoption   Option 2: Cultural Adoption Packet

Cultural Adoption Packet from State includes:

• Request for new Birth Certificate Following a Cultural Adoption 

• Tribal Resolution

• Tribal Statement 

• Descriptive Information Regarding Biological Parents 

• Parental Statements

• Requires consent and signature from both parents

Access the Packet here:

https://health.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Documents/PDFs/adopt/adoption_packet.pdf 

https://health.alaska.gov/dph/VitalStats/Documents/PDFs/adopt/adoption_packet.pdf
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Adoption   Option 2: Cultural Adoption Packet

Submit to State HAVR:

1. Cultural Adoption Packet

• Must submit original. Make a copy for Tribe’s 
records

2. Letter on tribal letterhead requesting certified 
copy of completed adoption packet. Include 
copy of ID of Tribal official signing letter.

1. Optional: Letter can also give permission to share 
records with the child and adoptive parents in the 
future

4. $90 check, money order or credit card

Sample Cover Letter for Cultural Adoption Packet
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Adoption:  Comparing the two options for registration 
with HAVR
Option 1: Tribal Court Adoption Order

• Tribe retains original adoption order 

• Cost: $60

• Tribe writes own order

• Parents do not need to consent, as 
long as they had notice and an 
opportunity to participate in the 
hearing

Option 2: Cultural Adoption Packet

• State retains records

• Cost: $90

• Must use state forms

• Both parents must consent

Either way: submit documents directly to Health Analytics and Vital Records



TRIBES   |   SURVIVOR SUPPORT   |   ADVOCACY   |   EMPOWERMENT

Domestic Violence Protection Orders
State Trooper Enforcement

• Tribes don’t need to 
register DVPOs with 
the State

• State Troopers must 
enforce a valid Tribal 
Court DVPO

Ways Troopers can confirm a DVPO: 
• Petitioner has order, and shows order to trooper 
• Trooper can question respondent, who 

acknowledges the protective order 
• Trooper can confirm with the Tribal Court that 

issued the order  
• Trooper can look in APSIN, if Tribe has 

Information Exchange Agreement 
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Domestic Violence Protection Orders
State Trooper Enforcement

For State Trooper to enforce a tribal DVPO,  the order must include: 
• Names of the petitioner and respondent 
• Name and contact information of the tribal court 
• Date of issue and expiration 
• Signature of a judicial officer of the tribal court 
• Indication that the protection order has been served 
• Description of what the respondent is prohibited from doing, 

• must be similar to what is prohibited in state criminal law 
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Domestic Violence Protection Orders
State Trooper Enforcement

For a state trooper to enforce a tribal protection order, the order must contain provisions similar to AS 18.66.100(c)(1)-(7) or AS 
18.65.850(c)(1)-(7), and the respondent must violate one of those provisions. The provisions are summarized here: 

•Prohibit respondent from 
•threatening to commit or committing DV, stalking, or harassment;  
•communicating or contacting (directly or indirectly) the petitioner (telephone, otherwise)   
•entering a propelled vehicle possessed or occupied by the petitioner; 

•Remove and stay away from petitioner 
•remove and exclude the respondent from the residence of the petitioner, regardless of ownership of the residence;  
•stay away from the petitioner’s residence, school, or job (or any specified place frequented by the petitioner or any 
designated household member);  

•Firearms 
•prohibit using or possessing a deadly weapon if the court finds the respondent was in the actual possession of or used a 
weapon during the commission of domestic violence;  

•surrender any firearm owned or possessed by the respondent if the court finds that the respondent was in the actual 
possession of or used a firearm during the commission of the domestic violence
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Domestic Violence Protection Orders
State Trooper Database

Tribe can have their DVPOs entered into the State Trooper database 
• Troopers look up state issued protective orders through APSIN 
• For tribal protective orders to be entered into APSIN, the Tribe must 

enter into an Information Exchange Agreement 
• Email darlene.dye@alaska.gov to enter into an agreement 
• Once the Tribe signs an agreement, the Tribe emails DVPOs to 

ffc.dvsa@alaska.gov 



Enforcing Tribal Court Orders

• Need a State Court form?

• Tribal Court Toolbox: 
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/do
cs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf

• If the State won’t enforce or register your order:

• Call ANJC. 

• ANJC can help with specific issues or provide 
training for court staff and judges. 
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Contact ANJC:

TribalJustice@ANJC.net

907-793-3550

https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf
https://public.courts.alaska.gov/web/forms/docs/tribal-court-toolbox.pdf
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Contact ANJC:

TribalJustice@ANJC.net

907-793-3550


