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Strength in Numbers

Alaska Native Justice Center (ANJC) tackles community’s most

pressing issues, with the help of partners.

When ANJC was honored this year by the Foundation for the
Improvement of Justice for its role in the movement that got
Alaska State House Bill 34 passed into law, the award was

recognition of one of ANJC’s greatest strengths: its ability to

bring partners together to affect real change.

Throughout 2019, ANJC has nurtured and grown established
partnerships and developed relationships with new partners
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that will allow the organization to provide more services to more people across the state.

“Seven of the grants we applied for this year required community partners, and when we approached the
partners we chose, every one of them was an immediate ‘yes,”” reflected ANJC Director of Operations
Tammy Ashley. “That’s entirely due to the work ANJC has done in the community, building our credibility

and our reputation.”

STATISTICS & IMPACTS

In 2019, 31% of our participants were assisted with
emergent needs to include housing, food or clothing.

SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

people were assisted through Pro Se

4 o clinics to complete paperwork for child
custody and/or divorce/dissolution in
order to file with the State of Alaska court
(pro se meaning “I'll do it myself’).

continued on page 2
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In 2019, Restorative Justice served 72 participants
with Adult Reentry services with a success rate of

86% in a reduction of recidivism.

LEGAL REPRESENTATION

In 2019, the Tribal ICWA Representation Program
served 39 tribal cases involving children.

tribes were represented in Child in Need of
7 Aid (CINA) cases held in Anchorage.

In 2019, ANJC served 83 participants with legal
advice and/or legal representation through our
Family Law Program.

1 o O O/ of protective orders taken to trial
O \ere granted.



MISSION & VISION

OUR MISSION
Justice for Alaska Native People.

OUR VALUES

We are interdependent. We are resilient.
We are accountable. We are respectful.

YEAR IN REVIEW CONTINUED
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Ready for Change

You missed out on so much already. Those words, spoken by Cora Moonin’s
daughter, broke Cora’s heart.

But it was true: for years, Cora focused on getting high, even though it meant
that her children had to stay with their dad. “Then my own dad passed away
and | used that as an excuse to go deeper into drugs,” Cora recalled.

She’d been to jail for a short time before, but when she was arrested again,
& she served ten months. During that time, she got sober. She was surprised to

“an,,,, find that, for the first time, she wanted to change.

‘“Before, | didn’t care,” she said. “I didn’t have a job for a long time. | didn’t

want to change. But toward the end of that ten months, | was doing so good.
| felt better, healthier, and | was just tired of how things had been.”

A

From the halfway house, Cora started talking to her kids again and rebuilding her relationship with them.
But if she wanted them to stay with her, she would have to create real change in her life.

That’s where the Alaska Native Justice Center (ANJC) would come in.

continued on page 4
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Pillars of Justice

L

Education Restorative Justice
Equipping individuals Providing those returning to
with knowledge about the society after incarceration
criminal justice system. with the tools they need to

successfully rebuild their lives.

N 5

Advocacy for Victims Social Justice Advocacy
Standing up for the rights Bringing partners together
of Alaska Native people to advocate for fair and
and providing the tools equitable treatment of
they need to advocate for Alaska Native people within

themselves. the justice system.




STATISTICS & IMPACTS

SERVICE AREA
ANJC serves individuals state-wide, assisting participants from every ANCSA region.

We have served a total of 1,261 individuals this year, including 210 participants who identified their
ANCSA-affiliation.

AHTNA 3%
13th Regional 3% \ Aleut Corporation 4%
Sealaska 5% ASRC 3%
NANA 11% BBNC 8%
Koniag 2%
Doyon 8% t BSNC 13%
CIRI 18% Calista 21%
Chugach 1%
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In Her Shoes

Cora had never undergone treatment for her addiction before. And she’d never heard of Moral Reconation
Therapy (MRT) until she came to ANJC. MRT is a cognitive-behavioral program that leads to better moral
reasoning, decision-making and appropriate behavior among offenders and those who struggle with
substance abuse.

“I'm really glad I did,” Cora said. “It helped open me up to being accountable for my own decisions and
actions... | felt like Benny and the other case managers actually understood my situation because they had
gone through jail, too,” Cora said. “That was a big inspiration for me to do better.”

“I look at Cora today, | see a glow,” said Benny. “I see the change. When | first met her, there was no
glow—ijust stress and confusion.”

Ready

Cora credits MRT with setting her up for success once she sought treatment for substance abuse. At the
treatment center, she met her clinician—a man who had previously been in treatment himself and who
had worked his way up to a job. “I thought, | want that,” she remembered. “If he can doit, | can do it.”

Today, she has done it: Corais employed by the same center where she received treatment, working with
peer groups. She’s in a healthy relationship with her boyfriend, and now she sees her children on a regular
basis.

“My life has changed a lot,” Cora reflected. And she’s ready for more change—ready to spend more time
with her kids, ready to move forward in her career helping others who are working through addiction.
That’s her advice to people coming to ANJC for the first time: “Be ready for change. It’s work, and it’s
hard, but that’s the place to start.”




Just a Phone Call Away

Alaska Native Justice Center’s (ANJC) Tribal ICWA Representation Program
provides representation, and more, for Tribes. Bettyann Steciw picked

up the phone, not expecting much. She’d been through this before: As

the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) specialist for the Ninilchik Traditional
Council, Tribal Services, she had called plenty of lawyers, looking for answers
to questions about the cases she was involved in.

“When | called attorneys for help in the past, I’d get put on hold, then they’d
take my name, they’d think about it, and I’d never hear back,” Bettyann
explained. “So when Chad actually called back within a couple days and had
read up on the case and said he could help—I was dumbfounded!”

-

Chad Holt is an attorney with ANJC’s newest service: providing

representation to Alaska Native Tribes, at their request, in ICWA cases brought in Anchorage courts. ANJC
launched the services in January 2019; since then, the ANJC team has assisted seven Tribes with a total of
38 cases.

A Significant Imbalance

Statewide, over 50 percent of the children in out-of-home care are Alaska Native, even though they are
only 19 percent of the state population. The imbalance is even greater in Anchorage, where only nine
percent of children are Alaska Native or American Indian, but over 60 percent of children in out-of-home
care are Native.

Compounding this disproportion, many Native families live in regions far from Anchorage—which means
ICWA caseworkers involved in cases brought in Anchorage courts either face an expensive flight to the
city, or must appear in court by phone. Most opt for the phone option.

Making things even more difficult, unlike the other parties involved in ICWA cases, which are appointed an
attorney, Tribes are provided with no legal representation.

ANJC’s Tribal ICWA Representation Program is an effort to change this imbalance. The new program also
aims to help Tribes to fully comply with ICWA requirements.

“ICWA was passed more than 40 years ago,” pointed out Legal and Policy Director, Alex Cleghorn, who
served as a Special Assistant to the Attorney General on policies related to Alaska Native legal issues
and rural justice before joining ANJC. “Given the severe disproportionality and challenges with ICWA
compliance, ANJC’s efforts are necessary to achieve better outcomes for Native children and their
families.”

Someone on Your Team

Like many case workers and ICWA specialists who work for a Tribe, Bettyann has ICWA training, but she’s
not a lawyer. And because there aren’t many lawyers who specialize in ICWA cases, she often finds herself
scouring the internet for answers to her legal questions.

continued on page 6



SUCCESS STORY - TRIBAL ICWA REPRESENTATION PROGRAM

What'’s Next for ANJC?

Service expansion: Increased advocacy around sexual assault (SA) awareness resulting in legislative
support and changes throughout the state around SA crimes

Increased advocacy: Additional partnerships with other advocacy organizations statewide

Broadened client base: Services for rehabilitating sex offenders and providing case management
and support group to inmates currently incarcerated.

Youth-focused programs: Youth Development through mentoring and advocacy support for youth
with partnerships with Division of Juvenile Justice and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska
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DONORS

ANJC’s mission is only
possible through our family
of partners and supporters.
We wish to acknowledge
our FY2019 donors, sponsors
and funders.

ORGANIZATIONS

49th State Brewery

Alaska Association Of Criminal Defense
Lawyers

Alaska Career College

Alaska Community Foundation

Alaska Escape Rooms

Alaska Federation of Natives

Alaska Sealife Center

Alaska Zoo

Aleut Corporation

Amazon Smile

Arctic Roadrunner, Inc.

Association of Village Council Presidents

Bristol Bay Native Corporation

Bubbly Mermaid

Calista Corporation

Chickaloon Village Traditional Council

Chugach Alaska Corporation

Club Paris

Coming Attractions Theaters, Inc

Cook Inlet Region, Inc.

Cook Inlet Tribal Council

Eklutna, Inc.

Gdl

Girl Scouts Of Alaska

High Performance Auto

Kaladi Brothers

Kroger

Midnight Sun Brewery

Moose’s Tooth / Bear Tooth

Ninilchik Traditional Council

Northern Compass Group

Norton Sound Economic Development
Corporation

Old Harbor Native Corporation

Pick.Click.Give.

Rasmuson Foundation

Ravn Alaska

Reindeer Farm

Sealaska Corporation

Shockwave Trampoline Parks

Sitnasuak Native Corporation

Solstice Dentistry

Southcentral Foundation

Stoel Rives, LLC

The CIRI Foundation

The Hound Lounge, LLC

United States House of Representatives
United Way of Anchorage

Whale Dreams

Mr. Chet Adkins

Ms. Susan Anderson

Ms. Nicole Andres

Ms. and Mr. Tammy and Charles Ashley

Ms. Deborah Atuk

Mr. Thomas Boling

Ms. Tara Bourdukofsky

Mr. and Ms. Allen and Margaret Brown

Ms. and Mr. Diane and Roger Buls

Ms. Karen Caindec

Ms. Debra Call

Ms. Christine Carter

Mr. Larry Cleland

Ms. Maria Coleman

Mr. Christopher Cooke

Ms. Barbara Donatelli

Mr. Forrest Dunbar

Mr. Ivan Encelewski

Mr. John Estabrook, Jr

Mr. and Ms. Douglas and Kim Fifer

Mr. Timothy Fitzpatrick

Mr. and Ms. Craig and Amy Fredeen

Ms. and Mr. Debbie and John
Fullenwider

Mr. Darrel Gardner

Ms. and Mr. Alisa and Martin Garrigues

Ms. Carol Gore

Mr. Robert Harris

Mr. Rick Harrison

Ms. Shauna Hegna

Ms. Emma Hill

Ms. Elaine Hollinger

Mr. Tim Hooper

Ms. Lisa Huffman

Mr. Roy Huhndorf

Mr. and Ms. Thomas P. and Andrea G.
Huhndorf

Ms. Kelly Hurd

Mr. Reggie Joule

Ms. and Mr. Diane Kaplan and Mel
Sather

Ms. Whitney Kellie

Ms. Shelly Kells

Ms. Heather Kendall-Miller

Ms. Julie Kitka

Ms. Larita Laktonen-Ward

Ms. Michelle Lendersmith
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. Marlene Mack
. Patrick Marrs
Ms.
. Lisa McKinney

. Robert Meehan

. Shannon Metrokin

. Barbara Miles

. Sophie Minich

. Christopher Monfor

. Holly Morales

.and Ms. Glenn and Debra Morris

. Kyla Morris

. and Ms. William and Denise Morris

. Michelle Nesbett

. Ramian Newton

. Gloria O’Neill

. Tanya Olsen

. Nayade Perez

. Suzanne Perles

. Tina Pidgeon

. Alicia Porter

. and Ms. Greg and Niki Razo

.and Ms. Johnathan Rubini and Clare

Heather Mclntosh

Bertucio

. Aleagraia Rutllen

. Renea Saade

. Jaclyn Sallee

. Claire Scapira

. Herb Schroeder

. Gail R. Schubert

. Georgianna Sielak

. Natasha Singh

. Sam Spangler

. Michael Spore

. Melissa Thaisz

. Anne Thomas

. Tabetha Toloff

. Mike Tucker

. Renee Tunley

. Alexandra Webster
. Matt Wilkins

. Connie Wirz

.and Mr. Kim and Christopher Zello



Alaska Native Justice Center
3600 San Jeronimo Drive, Ste 264
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

How You Can Support ANJC
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